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2025 EOY Report


Merry Christmas and the joy of a new season & New Year to you and your families.

As I write this, my 2025 End of the Year Report, I sit in some discomfort convalescing from total  (r) knee replacement surgery in early December, that was looong overdue.  Flash forward 9+ weeks of PT bringing me to February 10th, 2026 when I will undergo a total (l) knee replacement.  At the behest of the First Lady (because she was tired of hearing me p & m),
what better time to tackle this than over the winter month here in the Northeast.  Fingers crossed this won’t trickle to far into riding and golf season.

I would first like to thank the service of the board for the past year.
The collective knowledge and spirit of your leaders is to be commended.
I continued to be inspired how that twelve firehouse lawyers (lol) from around the world, all with type “A” personalities can sit in a room engaging in professional and respectfully dialog.
Some matters easy, and some not so much.  Some agreed upon, and some respectfully agreed to disagree upon.  All for something that is bigger than any one individual in the room.  It’s about a greater good.  It’s about The Club!  When we walk out of those meeting rooms, we walk out as gentlemen.  Brothers united.  It certainly is rewarding.
The face of the Board changed this past year.  At the 2025 International Convention / ABM
in Peoria, IL., Joel Nelson (MN 4) was elected as Region 5 Director.  Welcome Aboard Joel!
We certainly look forward to working with you.  Which brings us to past Region 5 Director, Lance Coit (ND 1).  Lance, on behalf of the International Board, Region 5 and the worldwide membership, we extend our heartfelt thank you for your eight (8) years of service to the board and membership.  Best wishes to you and Teresa, and we’ll see you on the open road.
I would also like to thank all of our committees and support services, https://www.redknightsmc.com/support-services-committees.  By-Laws, International Chaplain, Communications, Grand Tour, Grand Tour Australia, Grand Tour EU, Help-A-Knight (HAK), Historian, IT, International Newsletter Editor, Regional Reporters, Nominations, International Quartermaster, Red Knights Memorial Hall & Park.  Not always on the front pages, but I will attest, all of which play an integral roll in the day to day operations and successes of the RK.
To the Membership; We urge anyone wishing to serve on any of the aforementioned committees can review S.O.G’s. 1:05 and 1:12, which explains the process for those interested.
This past November at the International Fall Board Meeting (FBM) in Baltimore, saw the appointment of a new International Chaplain.  Congratulations to Matthew “Matt” Mattera
(NJ 31). Matt becomes the 5th Intl. Chaplain in Red Knights history.
Thank you to outgoing Chaplain, Theresa “Terri” Palmer (MD 4) for her nearly two years of spiritual service to the organization and families.

This past year, I attended all in-person and virtual meetings of RKI, RKM, and RKR.
Ending on a subdued note, I attended two (2) Red Knights Heaven One protocol presentations in 2025.
1. On February 7th I had the honor of attending the funeral and life celebration for
Stephen Fred Hux “Hux,” RKMC Louisiana Chapter 1.
A special thank you to Steve and Heidi Guillot (LA 1) for your hospitality, taking in this Yankee
for a few days.
2. On October 28th I had the honor of attending a Red Knight Heaven One protocol presentation in Potsdam, NY in loving memory of Dean F. Wilson,
RKMC New York Chapter 35.
A special thank you to Chris and Alicia Tiffany (NY 30) for your hospitality, taking me in the night of the 28th after the service.



Respectfully submitted,
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